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The Global War on Tobacco 



FCTC: A Global Health Innovation 

• First international treaty led by health 
community 

 

• First time the World Health Organization 
(WHO) implemented its right to negotiate 
international law 

 

• First time member states of the WHO have 
worked together for a collective response to 
chronic disease 



 

 

Why Tobacco? 

 

What have we learned?  



1964 US Surgeon General’s Report 

“Smoking causes lung cancer in adult men.” 

Health effects matter…. 



U.S. adult per-capita cigarette consumption, 

1900-2012 and SGRs 1964-2014 
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Tobacco Free Japan 



China Report 2012 

• V • Important first report 

from the MOH 

• Report leaves no 

doubt on the dangers 

of smoking in China 

• Basis for action to 

prevent smoking and 

treat nicotine 

addiction 



Active Smoking 

Source: USDHHS 2014 

Cancer Outcomes  



Passive Smoking 

Source: USDHHS 2014 



1950: Key Case-Control Studies 

• Morton Levin publishes a study 

linking smoking and lung cancer 

in JAMA 

• Ernst L. Wynder and Evarts A. 

Graham publish study in JAMA in 

which 96.5% of lung cancer 

patients interviewed were 

smokers 

• Richard Doll and Bradford Hill 

publish study in BMJ finding that 

heavy smokers are 50 times 

more likely to get lung cancer; 

follow-up in 1954 



Health effects matter…. But its 

not enough 



The Burden Matters…. 

• Over 4 million deaths a year in 1998 (now over 5 
million) 

 

• Single most important cause of preventable 
deaths in the world 

 

• 10 million a year by 2030 

 

• Projected to be the leading cause of death by 
2020s—one in eight deaths 

 



A Developing Country Issue 

• 70% of tobacco deaths in the 2020s will be 

in developing countries (DC) 



Male Smoking Prevalence 

Percentage of adult males who smoke daily, age ≥15, 2013 

820 million adult men 

worldwide are 

smokers, accounting 

for nearly a third of all 

men 15 years or 

older.   

www.tobaccoatlas.org 



Female Smoking Prevalence 

Percentage of adult females who smoke daily, age ≥15, 2013 

176 million 

adult women 

worldwide are 

daily smokers.  

www.tobaccoatlas.org 
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Nearly 2/3 of World’s Smokers Live 

in 10 Countries 
More than 40% live in just 2 countries 



Youth Tobacco Use 

Source: adapted by CTLT from GYTS Collaborative Group. (2002). 



The Hazard of Poverty 
Percentage of median household income needed to buy 10 of the 

cheapest brand of cigarettes per day, 2012 

www.tobaccoatlas.org 



A Development Issue 

Source: The Tobacco Atlas. (2006). Permission granted. 



The health and economic 

burden matters….  

But its not enough 



Evidence-based solutions 

matter….  



Adult per-capita cigarette consumption and major 

smoking and health events, US, 1900-2012 
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Image source: World Health Organization. (2003). 

FCTC Final Treaty Text 
• Introduction 

• Objectives, guiding principles, 
and general obligations 

• Measures related to the 
reduction of demand for tobacco 

• Measures related to the 
reduction of supply for tobacco 

• Protection of the environment 

• Questions related to liability 

• Scientific and technical 
cooperation and communication 
of information 

 



MPOWER: Six Proven Policies to Reverse 

the Tobacco Epidemic 

• Monitor tobacco use and prevention 

policies 

• Protect people from tobacco smoke 

• Offer help to quit tobacco use 

• Warn about the dangers of tobacco 

• Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, 

promotion and sponsorship 

• Raise taxes on tobacco 

 



Evidence-based solutions 

matter….  

But they are not enough 



Source: adapted by CTLT from Pope, T. (2000). 

Knowing the industry matters….  
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Source: Hammond, R. (1998). 
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Source: Credit Suisse/First Boston. (2001). 



Formula 1 



The Power of Truth 

• Inquiry into Tobacco Company Strategies 

to Undermine Tobacco Control Activities 

at the WHO, July 2000 

 

 

 

 

“WHO...the leading enemy” 

“attack WHO…discredit key individuals” 

“contain, neutralize, reorient 

WHO” 
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David Davies, PMI 

Andrew Hayes, UICC 

Image source: World Health Organization. (2000). 

FCTC Public Hearings 

• 514 submissions from parties 
with material interests in the 
FCTC process 

• Testimonies from 144 
organizations including 90 
public health organizations and 
all four major transnational 
tobacco companies 

• First global forum for industry to 
admit the addictive and deadly 
effects of active smoking (first 
time industry split on FCTC 
became apparent) 



FCTC Article 5.3 

An overarching obligation requiring that in 

setting and implementing their public health 

policies with respect to tobacco control, 

governments act to protect these policies 

from commercial and other vested interests 

of the tobacco industry in accordance with 

national law.  

 



“ 

 • Corporations make profits 

and not health. 

• Decisions made by the 

food, tobacco, alcohol, 

pharmaceutical, gun, and 

automobile industries 

have a greater impact on 

today's health than the 

decisions of scientists 

and policymakers.” 

 



Philip Morris International, Inc. share prices, 
New York Stock Exchange 

Apr 20, 2009 

37.43 per share (Vol: 8,729,380) 
Apr 21, 2014 

83.50 per share (Vol: 3,709,400) 

Source: Yahoo! Finance 



Knowing the enemy matters….  

But its not enough 



Image sources: Huber, L. (2006). 

Leadership, Advocacy and 

Networking Matters… 

 





Image source: Framework Convention Alliance. (2003). 

The Framework Convention Alliance 
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Global Participation 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion 

whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area 

or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent 

approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement. © WHO 2000. All rights reserved 
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Regional Coalitions 

Image source: Huber, L. (2006). 



Wipfli et al. AJPH 2010;100:1260-6 



Advocacy and networking 

matters… 

but its not enough 

 



Money Matters….  





Development Financing 



Money matters… 

but its not enough 

 



But Together… 
 Health evidence 

 Policy relevant surveillance and   

    monitoring 

 Effective evidence-based interventions 

 Identification, surveillance and isolation of  

    industry opposition 

 Global leadership, networking and  

    advocacy  

Financing  



Can save millions of lives 

• Policy changes between 2007-2010 

estimated to result in 7.5 million fewer 

smoking-related deaths by 2050.  

• Nearly 1.3 billion were newly protected by 

at least 1 FCTC measure between 2008-

2013  

•  900 million additional people were 

protected by smokefree bans between 

2007-2012 



Share Of The World Population 

Covered By Selected Tobacco Control 

Policies, 2014 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/178574/1/9789240694606_eng.pdf?ua=1 



Increase In The Share Of The World 

Population Covered By Selected Tobacco 

Control Policies, 2012-2014 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/178574/1/9789240694606_eng.pdf?ua=1 



The State Of Selected Tobacco Control 

Policies In The World, 2014 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/178574/1/9789240694606_eng.pdf?ua=1 



Current Challenges 

• Industry’s attacks on novel strategies 

through trade treaties and intellectual 

property agreements. 

• Use of social media 

• Product diversification 

• Electronic cigarettes 

 



Pushing for the “End Game” 

• What is the “End Game”? 

– The end of use of combustible products? 

– The end of nicotine addiction? 

• How will we get there? 

– “Smokefree generations” 

– “Sinking lid” 

– “Smoking licenses” 

 





Source: http://www.endgameconference2013.in / 

http://www.endgameconference2013.in/

